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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 8 is objected to because of the following 
informalities: "the a" in line 4 appears to be a 
typographical error or words are missing. This phrase 
should be "a rotor" (See claim 6 for similar claim 
language) . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, 
more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Allshouse et al . (US5691636), 
hereinafter Allshouse. 

Regarding claim 1, Allshouse discloses a method for 
measuring distance between a stator and an opposing rotor 
in a machine, in particular a refiner designed for the 
manufacture of paper pulp (See Allshouse FIGS. 1-4, note 
rotor 77 and stators 75) , where the stator is provided with 
at least one sensor device of the magnetic type which is 
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intended to interact with an opposing surface on the rotor 
(See FIGS. 2 and 3, note sensor devices shown), and where a 
sensor body can be moved axially in a housing mounted in 
the stator (See FIG. 2, note sensor body items 10 and 60 
slidable in housing 42), with the sensor device being 
calibrated by the sensor body being moved a distance in the 
direction towards the rotor and the size of this movement 
being related to the signal value from the sensor device 
(See FIGS. 1-4, note sensor is an eddy current sensor, the 
movement of the sensor in housing would change the signal 
value of the sensor in relation to rotor 77), characterized 
in that the movement is made so large that contact is made 
between stops in the sensor device arranged at a 
predetermined distance apart and interacting with each 
other, with one stop being arranged on the sensor body at a 
predetermined distance from the end surface of the 
measuring end of the sensor body, which distance is 
considerably smaller than the length of the sensor body, 
and the second stop being arranged in the housing (See FIG. 
2, note stops at shoulder in sensor body 10 adjacent to 
stop 52 in housing 42 and note stop 52 in housing 42, note 
also lengths and spacings related thereto) . 
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Regarding claim 2, Allshouse discloses the movement is 
commenced from a position where the end of the sensor body 
is on a level with a grinding segment facing towards the 
rotor (See FIGS. 1-4, note sensor body can be moved inside 
the housing from a level with grinding segment either 
slightly towards the rotor as shown in FIGS. 2 or 3, or in 
the opposite direction to remove the sensor) . 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-9 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons 
for allowance: the prior art does not show or teach that 
when in the normal measuring position, the distance (e) 
exceeds the distance (d) as recited in the claims and in 
combination with the other features of the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, 
to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to 
KENNETH J. WHITTINGTON whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2264. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday, 7 : 30am-4 : 00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Patrick Assouad 
can be reached on (571) 272-2210. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



/Kenneth J Whittington/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2862 



